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1. 

WE COME TOGETHER TONIGHT TO HONOR RICHARD GILLETT WHO BELIEVES THAT 
WESTERN MICHIGAN IS ONE OF OUR NATION'S BEST PLACES TO LIVE, HIS 
FAITH IN OUR COMMUNITY) HIS CAPACITY BOTH FOR FRIENDSHIP AND LEADERSHIP 
MAKE HIM A PERSON WHO SHAPES THE EVENTS IN THIS AREA - EVENTS THAT 
PROVIDE A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE, EACH OF US HERE HAS SOME PERSONAL OR 
PROFESSIONAL REASON TO BE GRATEFUL TO DICK GILLETT, WE WHO WORK AT 
THE GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGES ARE AWARE OF HIS ROLE IN THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COLLEGES ) BUTJ PERHAPS OF EQUAL SIGNIFICANCE) 
HAS BEEN HIS CONTINUING GOODWILL TOWARD THIS INSTITUTION ) HIS 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE VALUE OF THE GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGES TO 
THIS AREA AND TO THE STATE OF MICHIGAN) HIS ADVICE AND COUNSEL) AND 
HIS PARTICIPATION IN RAISING MONEY FOR THE INSTITUTION, BECAUSE OF 
HIS SERVICE TO GRAND VALLEY AND TO THE COMMUNITY) IT IS APPROPRIATE 
THAT WE INDUCT HIM INTO THE GRAND VALLEY STATE COLLEGES HALL OF FAME 
AND DEDICATE THE ENDOWMENT RAISED THROUGH THIS ENRICHMENT FUND DINNER 
TO HIM AND TO A CAUSE IN WHICH HE BELIEVES, 
THE ENRICHMENT FUND WAS ESTABLISHED TWO YEARS AGO AS A PART OF THE 
COLLEGES' ENDOWMENT, FROM THE MONEY EARNED BY THE FUNDJ A PROGRAM 
CALLED "WALLS AND WINDOWS" WAS ESTABLISHED TO BREAK DOWN WALLS OF 
MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN BUSINESS PEOPLE AND THOSE WHO WORKED IN 
THE ACADEMIC WORLD ) AND TO PROVIDE WINDOWS FOR EACH GROUP TO SEE 
AND UNDERSTAND THE VALUE OF THE OTHER, IT HAD THE FURTHER PURPOSE OF 
INCREASING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT ECONOMICS TO ANY PERSON OR GROUP IN OUR 
COMMUNITY WHO WAS WILLING TO LEARN, 
qlu. I
 
2. 
MANY OF US AT GRAND VALLEY BELIEVE THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES MUST IMPROVE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FACTORS THAT DETERMINE 
THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD IF OUR DEMOCRACY 
IS TO SURVIVE, IN OUR OWN WAY THROUGH ENRICHMENT FUND DOLLARS WE ARE 
TRYING TO ASSIST IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF THAT UNDERSTANDING IN OUR AREA, 
WITH BoB PEw's HELPJ TWO TEN-WEEK ECONOMIC EDUCATION SESSIONS WERE 
HELD AT THE STEELCASE COMPANY WITH 80 EMPLOYEES PARTICIPATING, TAUGHT 
BY DR, JOHN BORNHOFEN OF THE SEIDMAN GRADUATE COLLEGE FACULTY) SUCH 
TOPICS AS "How DOES OUR ECONOMY FIT TOGETHER") AND "How CAN WE IMPROVE 
OUR STANDARD OF LIVING" WERE DISCUSSED, A PRE-TEST AND POST-TEST 
WERE GIVEN TO STUDENTS TO TEST THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COURSE, 
TOWN AND GowN LUNCHEONS BRINGING BUSINESSMEN AND PROFESSORS 
TOGETHER BEGAN LAST YEARJ AND WILL BE A CONTINUING PART OF THE 
WALLS AND WINDOWS PROGRAM, TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION ARE DETERMINED IN 
ADVANCE ) BUT I AM SURE NO ONE FELT LIMITED BY THE AGENDA, SEVERAL 
OF YOU HERE TONIGHT PARTICIPATED AND I HOPE MORE OF YOU WILL IN THE 
FUTURE, 
A NEW COURSE WAS DESIGNED FOR FRESHMAN STUDENTS ENTITLED 
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS, THE COURSE WILL BE ORGANIZED AND CONDUCTED 
BY A PROFESSOR FROM THE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS IN THE COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES, MANY OF THE CLASS SESSIONS WILL BE TAUGHT BY BUSINESS 
PEOPLE FROM THE COMMUNITY, THIS IS ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO HELP STUDENTS) 
EARLY IN THEIR COLLEGE CAREERS ) HAVE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT 
3. 
COMPRISES THE WORLD OF WORK SO THAT ANY JUDGMENTS THEY REACH ARE 
BASED ON ACCURATE INFORMATION, 
THE PROBLEM OF ECONOMIC IGNORANCE SHOULD BE ATTACKED EARLY IN THE 
EDUCATIONAL PROCESS, ONE APPROACH TO THAT PROBLEM OCCURRED TO OUR 
FRIENDS FROM GRAND HAVEN ) THE JoHNSONSJ SHERWOODS J JACOBSONSJ AND 
OTHERS, THEY PROVIDED FUNDS TO PROFESSOR ANTHONY CATANESE OF THE 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT TO DESIGN AND 
OFFER A SEMINAR IN ECONOMICS FOR ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY TEACHERS 
IN THE GRAND HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, THIS PILOT PROJECT WAS SO 
SUCCESSFUL THAT GRAND VALLEY IS MAKING ECONOMIC EDUCATION FOR 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS A PART OF THE WALLS AND 
WINDOWS PROGRAM, 
WE HAVE MOVED CAREFULLY INTO EACH OF THE WALLS AND WINDOWS PROGRAMS ) 
TESTING THEIR SUCCESS) MAKING SURE THAT EDUCATION IS OUR OBJECTIVE ) 
NOT PROPAGANDA, WE NOW BELIEVE WE ARE READY TO USE OUR OWN 
PUBLIC TELEVISION STATION WGVC-TV CHANNEL 35 TO BRING EDUCATION IN 
ECONOMICS TO A BROADER WEST MICHIGAN AUDIENCE, WITH THE INCREASE IN 
THE ENRICHMENT FUND GENERATED BY THIS DINNER ) WE CAN PROCEED WITH 
THESE PLANS, 
BEFORE l SURRENDER CENTER STAGE ) l WANT TO TELL ALL OF YOU THAT THE 
COMMITTEE FOR THIS YEAR'S DINNER) CHAIRED BY RICH DEVos J WAS 
INSPIRING TO WATCH, You MIGHT EVEN THINK THE MEMBERS WERE PAID 
FOR THEIR EFFORTS ) THEY WORKED SO HARD AND EFFECTIVELY, l AM SURE 
•J ' 
4. 
MANY OF YOU EXPERIENCED THEIR EFFECTIVENESS, FOR GRAND VALLEY) 
I THANK YOU, 
To MR. EDWIN NEUMAN I ALSO EXPRESS GRAND VALLEY'S THANKS, WE 
ARE PLEASED THAT YOU ACCEPTED OUR INVITATION, YouR REPUTATION IS 
NOT INCIDENTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THIS PARTY, 
To ALL OF YOU WHO CAME TONIGHT TO HONOR DICK AND TO ASSIST A NEW 
STATE INSTITUTION SERVE SOCIETY) THANK YOU, WHEN l INDICATED 
THAT THIS DINNER WAS AS TAX DEDUCTIBLE AS A THREE MARTINI LUNCH ) 
ONE RESPONSE WAS "THE HAMBURGER BETTER BE GOOD, THIS IS MORE 
THAN l PAY FOR MY USUAL LUNCH," l HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE HAMBURGER 
SUBSTITUTE, WE ARE ENJOYING YOUR COMPANY ON CAMPUS ) AND THE FACT 
YOU PAID THE PRICE, 
